It is related of a learned judge, tliat lie once praised a retiring witness in the following words: "You are entitled to great credit, sir. You must have taken infinite pains with yourself.
No man could naturally he so stupid."
We cite this well-worn anecdote because it contains, probably, the earliest public recognition of the principle which the title of our article is intended to convey. Existing in all ages of the world, in all conditions of life, and described by a copious vocabulary in every language, stupidity is something which it has never been possible to ignore or to forget. Our brief remaining space must be devoted to an examination of the effects of sensational learning, both as it exists, pure et simple, in most schools for the poor, and also in the form, more or less modified, which may be found in other institutions.
Physiologically speaking, the effect of purely sensational learning will be to stimulate the nutrition and increase the vigour of the sensorial tract at the expense of neighbouring and related organs. As we have seen, the sensorium has a natural tendency to predominance in the encephalon; and this tendency will be increased in every way, absolutely by direct excitation, and relatively by neglect of the intellect and volition. The sensations by which the stimulus has been given will not be long remembered, being superseded by fresh ones arising out of events, as the apparatus of the gymnasium would be superseded by the instruments of actual conflict.
With the exception of being perhaps able to read with labour, and to write with difficulty, the pupils must not be expected, six months after leaving school, to possess any traces of their " education" beyond an invigorated sensorium and a stunted intelligence. 
